
Dress Appropriately 

You do not need to wear a suit but dressing nicely will tell the court that you take your action and the court seriously.

Be On Time

could result in the dismissal of your case!

Prepare in Advance

» Contact your witnesses
» Gather and organize your documents
» Your witnesses and your documents are called your “evidence”
» Make a list of the points you wish to make and of any “evidence” you have to back up those points.

Evidence can include:

e information in this publication is not legal advice. It only gives you general information about your legal problem. It is not a substitute 
for legal advice about your situation from an a�orney. You may still need help from a private a�orney. Information in this publication 
may become out of date as laws change. Last updated: 2022. Provided by: Legal Aid of Western Ohio

HOW TO PREPARE FOR YOUR RENT ESCROW HEARING

 » Witnesses
 » Notices, Papers, and Pictures
 » Inspection reports

 » When it’s your turn to speak:

 » Stick to your list
 » Speak calmly and present your case clearly
 » Do not insult your landlord or get bogged down in too many details about her skills as a landlord
 »

happened in your case.

Think about What Your Landlord May Say

» Try to anticipate what your landlord is likely to say
» Be prepared to respond to such statements or arguments

What Do You Want the Court to Do? 

 »
 » Do you wish to be released from your lease without penalty for early termination? 
 » Do you simply want the repairs to be done? 
 »

 » You are legally required to pay rent for all the time you’ve lived in the home, despite any poor conditions. 


